
Special edition - welcome 2023

Welcome 2023 !

This is the first 2023 Creative Schools Program newsletter!

Since May 2022, we’ve been sharing monthly highlights, news, and 
initiatives from the passionate and engaged Brazilian Creative 

Learning Network (BCLN) team and its operations in Brazil.

Be on the lookout for more! 
Feel free to send us your suggestions, criticisms, or praise at 

info@aprendizagemcriativa.org
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2022 in review  

So much happened in 2022! Our newsletter 
launched in May last year. Right from the 
get-go, we remembered the April trip in 
which the participants returned to the MIT 
(Massachusetts Institute of Technology), 
in Boston, USA, for the first time since the 
pandemic. In June, we welcomed the new 
education systems into the Creative Schools 
Program.

The BCLN now also has a podcast, the 
RBACast – the Creative Learning podcast. In 
laid-back conversations, BCLN members talk 
about Creative Learning concepts and listen 
to experts and participants of the Creative 
Schools Program. Check it out on your 
preferred audio platform - available only in 
portuguese.

Over the following months, we talked about 
technical visits across the country, training 
sessions, activities at the hubs, and others. In 
August, the 1st Leadership Meeting took place 
in São Paulo, bringing together participants from 
all over Brazil and abroad. We also shared major 
events in the creative learning field, including 
Hands-On Day, Scratch Day, and the Festivals 
of Invention and Creativity (FICs).

Have you listened to the RBACast?

2023 is here with new opportunities to use 
Creative Learning to change public education. 
This year our purpose is the same: making 
schools more creative, meaningful, inclusive, 
and hands-on through partnerships with 
education systems throughout Brazil.

  New year, new opportunities

Let s walk together to make the teaching 
process even more meaningful and 

build a network of teachers, students, 
and school communities that are more 

engaged than ever. 

Click here to 
see all issues

Click here 
to listen

https://tinyurl.com/y9mhkemz
https://aprendizagemcriativa.org/podcast


A story from  Caruaru (PE)

To start the year inspired, let’s learn a bit 
about Armando Severo, 32 years old, a 
teacher at the Cesarina Moura Vieira Costa 
Municipal School in the rural area of Caruaru 
(Pernambuco), which is part of the Creative 
Schools Program. He is an ambassador 
focused on spreading Creative Learning among 
students and fellow educators.

With the help of Creative Learning and the 
training sessions he took part in, Armando 
learned a new way of teaching and let go of 
the “rigid perspective” he was used to that 
no longer works. In his 5th year classroom, he 
teaches geometric concepts with play dough 
and works on computational thinking using 
games created with Scratch. 

Armando states the only way to build 
knowledge is by creating a bond between 
teachers and students. “Students are not the 
same as they were ten years ago, and our mission 
is to get closer to them. When I learn new ways 
of teaching, I also get engaged. You can’t 
escape it if you set out to be an educator. Public 
schools have specific needs, but if everyone plays 
their part, we can change our reality.”

Although technology is a strong ally, and 
Cesarina Moura Vieira Costa School has a 
computer lab, Armando argues Creative Learning 
does not necessarily require digital tools. 

“You can carry out offline activities at zero 
cost, and sometimes it doesn’t even require 
electricity. The [Creative Schools] program 
helped me see other learning possibilities and 
build knowledge alongside the students. The 
Program breaks the ‘rigid perspective’ on 
teaching. Students are very excited. They 
like to participate because it’s something 
new, a new approach. I wasn’t an outstanding 
student, I struggled a bit, and today that 
helps me understand how not to teach and 
which strategies don’t work. I never thought 
about being a teacher, but I started to like the 
classroom, and this desire to improve as a 
professional kept growing.”

(Photos: Vanessa Fajardo)

Students are very excited. They like 
to participate because it’s something 

new, a new approach. I explain 
vertices and edges with sticks and 
play dough; when they have a test, 

they already know the concepts 
because they learned through play. 
We never forget what we learned 

when emotion is involved

“
”


