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In November, the Secretary of Education of Rio 
Grande do Sul hosted the 1st National Creative 
Schools Seminar at the Federal Institute of Rio 
Grande do Sul (Instituto Federal do Rio Grande 
do Sul, IFRS) in Porto Alegre. The event was 
an opportunity to celebrate and reflect on the 
Program’s progress in that school system. Mitchel 
Resnick, Director of the Lifelong Kindergarten 
at the MIT, and Leo Burd, CEO of the BCLN, 
participated in the event opening.

The secretaries of education for the state of 
Rio Grande do Sul, Raquel Teixeira, and the city 
of São Bernardo do Campo, Sílvia Donnini, also 
led a panel focused on exchanging experiences 
about the Program. The seminar also featured a 

discussion on 
the legacy of the 
visit to the MIT 
in September , 
a  p a n e l  o n 
the history of 
the  Brazil ian 

Creative Learning 
Network  in Rio 
Grande do Sul, as 
well as a space 
w h e r e  s c h o o l s 
could exchange and 
share practices.  

The year is nearly done, but the Brazilian Creative Learning 
Network (BCLN) keeps on delivering! Another series of events, 
visits, and activities happened throughout Brazil in November 
in a joint effort to make Brazilian public schools more creative, 

meaningful, and hands-on.
Here are the highlights of the 7th issue of the Creative Schools 

newsletter.  Want to give us a shout-out? Send an email to 
info@aprendizagemcriativa.org
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FICs take over Brazil

M a n y 
hands-on 

activities were 
carried out in 
the Invention 
and Creativity 

Festivals (Festivais de Invenção e 
Criatividade, FICs) held in November 
throughout Brazil. In this second 
semester, there were more than 20 
events, hosted and developed by the 
joint efforts of Regional Hubs and BCLN 
partners, bringing together students, 
educators, and family members to learn 
in a stimulating and relaxed way through 
creative learning. 

The FICs also contribute to the debate 
on spaces, materials, and technologies 

that favor the adoption of creative 
learning in schools. 

Rio Grande do Sul held its 4th 
edition of the festival with teachers, 
students from the school systems, 
and researchers from Tufts University, 
an American research institution that 
also attended the Vertentes’ FIC, 
promoted by the Vertentes BCLN Hub 
(Minas Gerais). The 1st edition of Uai 
BH FIC took place in Belo Horizonte, 
in partnership with the Belo Horizonte 
Center for Languages, Innovation, 
and Creativity (Centro de Línguas, 
Linguagens e Inovação e Criatividade, 
CLIC). Jaguariúna, Branquinha, and 
Caruaru held their 1st editions of the 
FIC and brought their regional flairs to 
the festival!

Throughout the month, other FICs 
were held in São Bernardo do Campo 
(São Paulo), Serrinha (Bahia), Caçapava 
(São Paulo) and Ribeirão das Neves 
(MG). Invention and creativity have 
taken over Brazil for good!

Back to school with  creative learning
The school year is ending, and it’s time to set 

our eyes on 2023. The RBAC back-to-school 
campaign will focus on articulating the integration 
of creative learning into the curriculum. With this 
in mind, we will promote discussions about this 
practice among educators across the country. 
Learn more about it on the campaign page.

Click here to 
learn more 
about it

On December 7th, the Getting to Know Creative 
Brazil was held to celebrate the Creative Schools 
Program participating schools. This time, the 
BCLN brought together all schools of the 10 
school systems in Cohort 1 of the Program.

In this special event, which was a kind of talent 
show, the school systems showed through videos 

all the work done in their schools. The Secretaries 
of Education of all school systems in Cohort 1 
also put in an appearance in videos where they 
showed appreciation and 
recognition for the work 
done by everyone involved 
in the Program.

Click here to 
watch

Meeting the (pioneer)  CREATIVE Schools 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aki-dhMqu2o
https://aprendizagemcriativa.org/volta-aulas-com-aprendizagem-criativa


training, in addition to its very inspiring fairs. 
In Bragança, a city in Pará, creative learning 

was already being implemented before that 
school system joined, and 95% of rural schools 
had Internet access. Another highlight is the work 
with adult education students, people living 
in quilombola settlements, rural areas, and 
fishermen’s families. 

In Joinville, the historical work 
that the Media Integration Teachers 
(Professores de Integração de Mídias, 
PIM) have carried out successfully 
on the school system, supporting 
activities focused on robotics 
and technologies in schools, was 
reformulated as part of the Creative 
Schools Program, becoming the Media 
and Methodologies Integration 
Teachers (Professores de Integração 
de Mídias e Metodologias, PIMM) to 
encourage Creative Learning approach 
on all fronts.

One of the differentials of Várzea 
Grande is that the areas of Education, 
Culture, Sport, and Leisure are part 
of the same Secretary, which can 
help boost creative learning. The city 
has extended school hours that enable 
it to offer activities geared towards 
music and sports.

Technical and training visits

To support the implementation of the Creative 
Schools Program, we make regular technical and 
training visits to the school systems to monitor 
everything closely and offer information and 
support. In November, the BCLN teams visited 
Alagoas, Coruripe (Alagoas), Mata de São 
João (Bahia), Bragança (Pará), Joinville (Santa 
Catarina), and Várzea Grande (Mato Grosso).

In Alagoas, we saw the progress 
of the Regional Hub in articulating 
13 regional State Secretaries of 
Education. That school system already 
has a history of innovation thanks to 
its support of technologies, maker 
spaces, and active methodologies, 
wh ich  wi l l  be  essent ia l  for 
implementing the Program. 

Also in the state of Alagoas, in 
the city of Coruripe, 16 elementary 
schools were already working with 
robotics even before entering the 
Creative Schools Program, which 
will make a tremendous difference in 
addition to the structure they already 
have in place.

In the city of Mata de São João, 
one of the school system’s highlights 
is that it explores non-formal 
education spaces for classes and 

Happy Holidays!

Dear colleagues involved in the Creative Schools Program 2022, it was quite a year!
Over the last 12 months we had countless opportunities to learn, share, get inspired, 

create, achieve, and celebrate. We are ending this year with 17 public school systems 
participating in the Creative Schools Program and certain that we have a community 

focused on a more creative, relevant and hands-on education for all.
We would like to thank all the teachers, managers, mayors, Secretaries of Education, 

parents, students, and partners involved in the Program, and wish you a 2023 full of joy, 
creativity, prosperity, and energy to transform education together.


